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trod out the grain. The simple household routine went on as quietly and
swiftly then as now. The women met at the village well, and joined in the
petty gossip of the day. The only excitement occu^ed on the occasion of some
feast m their own or in a neighbour ng village or of a journey to the festival
at some sacred shrine. The village shop-keeper sat crosslegged behind his
stone, and offered loans at an extravagant rate of interest. The village scribe
and accountant was employed in writing the accounts on plam leaves, in
drawing up the simple documents and bonds executed by the ryots and in
assisting the village Magistrate in his rude administration of justice under the
spreading branches of the village tree, where all trials were held and ail
business was transacted., The rent was paid by the heads of the \ illage in
money or in kind and the villagers were seldom troubled in the smootn course
of their existence, excepting when the Zamindar's peons migh* make their
appeamace to demand more money on the occasion of some petty warfare or
some extra-ordinary magnificent ceremonies in their master's house hold.*"3

On account of the transfer of Sarkars to the Company, the Chiefs had
two-fold functions, to supervise the commercial affairs of the Company and
to carry out revenue and judicial administration of the country.

The Court of Directors ordered the Madras Government to appoint a
Committee of Circuit in 1775 comprising of five members to "inquire into the
state of Northern Sarkars by ascertaining with all possible exactness, the
produce of the country, the number of inhabitants, the state of the manufac-
turers; the fortified places, the military strength of each Rajah, the Zamindar
or land-holder, the expense of his household and troops and the means by
which was he defraying those expenses. The gross amount of the revenues,
the articles from which they arose, the mode by which they were collected and
the charges of Collections'." The Court of Directors made it clear that they
did not desire to deprive the Zemindars of their revenue but to ensure the
collection of it without recourse to volume. They expressed their strong
determination to protect the ryots from undue oppression and exaction. 4

COMMITTEE OF CIRCUIT

Though the Committee was originally proposed in 1775, it was not
constituted until 1777. This committee was, however, abolished owing to the

3  Godavari District Mammal, pp. 246-47; Appendix to ihe report of the Estates Land
Act Committee, Appendix HI, p. 18
4  Ibid.: pp. 246-7, Appendix to the Estates and Land Act Committee: Appendix III,
p. 248.